


A Rich History of Shaping a Progressive Future 

A Journey of Care and Innovation 

Throughout the course of its history, AECC University College has been committed to continuous 
improvement and to the pursuit of excellence. We remain committed to achieving the highest 
standards in everything that we do. We are proud of our world-renowned education, cutting-edge 
research, and our provision of evidence-based, patient-centred, ethical care. 

Taught Degree Awarding Powers and University College Title 

In 2016 we were granted Taught Degree Awarding Powers (TDAP) by the Privy Council. Gaining 
TDAP was only possible after having successfully completed a rigorous and thorough process of 
assessment by the Quality Assurance Agency (QAA). This means that we are now able to validate, 
deliver and award our own degrees in the subject area of health sciences. 

“Congratulations to the AECC for being 
awarded University College status. It is so 
important that we continue to promote the 
growth of our profession and moments like this 
show a real commitment from the AECC to be 
seen as leaders in healthcare education.”  

Catherine Quinn - Graduate 2012 and 
President of the British Chiropractic 
Association
 “Being awarded University College status I feel 

really shows the wider world how good the 
AECC is at what it does. I feel it will allow for 
the development of lots more opportunities 
particularly in providing new courses.” 

Daniel Heritage – Senior Clinical Tutor 



Developing as a University College 

Our strategy for continued institutional development, growth and expansion sees us delivering more 
courses to complement our existing offering.  

To effectively support expansion and growth, while also maintaining the necessary focus of a specialist 
University College, we have organised our courses and teaching into Schools. Our current academic 
provision of teaching, clinical training and research sit within the School of Chiropractic, the School of 
Medical Ultrasound, with developments in new subject areas primarily taking place in the School of 
Psychology, Sport and Physical Activity. 

Our History 

Since we opened our doors to students in 1965, we have been leaders in musculoskeletal healthcare; 
providing the world with professionals who are enthusiastic, equipped and ready to make a difference. 

As the first chiropractic college in Europe our success is built on a commitment to excellence. 
Becoming a University College and gaining Taught Degree Awarding Powers is a credit to our 
continuous drive in innovation and growth. It is our pioneering spirit, collaborative approach and care 
for our students, staff and community that allows us to continue to challenge and shape the future of 
health sciences. 



1988 – 1992 
First of its Kind 

In 1988 the Council for National Academic Awards agreed to validate a Bachelor of Science degree. We 
became the first school in the field of complementary and alternative healthcare to offer such a validated 
degree course. 

In 1990, our twenty-fifth anniversary year HRH Diana, Princess of Wales, became our Patron and in 
1992 we became the first school to be accredited by the newly formed European Council on Chiropractic 
Education. 

1992 – 1997 
Masters Degrees 

The Council for National Academic Awards was decommissioned in 1992 as part of reforms to the 
university sector and we were obliged to find a new validating authority for its degree. Following the 
Chiropractors Act of 1994, in response to perceived need for formal postgraduate education, we 
introduced a postgraduate MSc Clinical Chiropractic. In 1997 the undergraduate course was upgraded 
from Bachelors to Masters Level - both were validated by the University of Portsmouth. 

1998 – 2000 
Statutory Regulation 

The Chiropractors Act called for the formation of a General Chiropractic Council (GCC) to regulate 
chiropractic in Britain, including the education of chiropractors. That body came into existence in 1998. 
During 2000, the GCC examined the courses offered by six schools providing undergraduate training for 
chiropractors in Britain, with the aim of ensuring high standards of education. Of the six schools, we are 
one of just three which continue to offer courses accredited by the GCC. 

2005 – 2008 
Developments in Education 

In 2005 we entered into an agreement with Bournemouth University (BU) to validate our degrees which 
allowed for public funding of undergraduate chiropractic education. We created an increasing 
variety of postgraduate courses to support the continuing professional development of 
chiropractors. A broadening educational focus saw the introduction of new healthcare subjects other 
than chiropractic.  

MSc Advanced Professional Practice courses were first BU validated in 2006. Prior to this they were 
validated by University of Portsmouth.  

With the growing realisation that the next generation could be the first to live shorter lives than the one 
before due to inactivity; the government launched an initiative to promote a healthy population. We 
launched the BSc Clinical Exercise Science course, delivered in conjunction with Bournemouth 
University, in response to this in 2007. The course offered students the chance to gain clinical 
competence in the fitness industry and knowledge of contemporary research relating to exercise.  

MSc Medical Ultrasound was BU validated in 2008 and Consortium for Accreditation of Sonographic 
Education accredited from 2009 onwards. 



2009 – 2012 
Advance in Research 

Research aims to contribute new knowledge to experimental, clinical and educational fields, especially 
in relation to the understanding of musculoskeletal health. Our research activity has focused on areas 
such as diagnostic imaging, patient-reported outcome measures, the assessment of movement and 
function, and clinical education. 

In 2012, the introduction of the Access to Higher Education Diploma enabled us to offer both prospective 
students without the necessary grades to go straight to university and people looking to retrain the 
opportunity to move in to healthcare or further study. 

2015 – 2016 
Enhancements to Clinical Care 

We opened a new purpose-built teaching clinic in 2009, offering a range of facilities to diagnose, treat 
and rehabilitate patients with musculoskeletal conditions. As well as thirty-two treatment rooms, an 
exercise centre and x-ray suite, an open upright MRI scanner was added to the clinic complex. The 
availability of digital x-ray, video fluoroscopy, diagnostic ultrasound and magnetic resonance imaging 
provides an outstanding collection of imaging modalities. More than 50,000 treatments are currently 
provided at AECC University College's Chiropractic Clinic each year. 



2017 
We Built a University College! 

As a result of the institution’s hard work, the former College gained Taught Degree Awarding Powers, 
and in turn University College status. These achievements indicate a mature institution, and one that no 
longer requires another higher education institution to validate the courses it offers.  

The rapid progress of the newly named institution provided an opportunity to be clear about what sets 
the AECC University College apart, particularly in a very competitive marketplace, and to also emphasise 
its position within the higher education sector. 

2018 – 2019 
Course Diversification  

Built on the institution's successful reputation and expertise in scientific and evidence-based 
approaches to practice, real-world experience and access to on-site, state-of-the-art clinics and 
facilities, AECC University College launched a number of new undergraduate courses.  

To accommodate the increase in course offering, the institution created three Academic School 
structures; The School of Chiropractic; School of Medical Ultrasound; and the School of Psychology, 
Sport and Physical Activity. 

Over the years, the University College has become well integrated within the local sports and 
health community and this is reflected in their corporate relationships with the likes of AFC 
Bournemouth; GB Volleyball; Armed Forces Para Snowsport Team; Bournemouth Rugby; 
Bournemouth Collegiate School; and Viper10 Sportswear.  



2019 - 2029
Our Future Vision 

We have ambitious plans for the University College focused on expanding and diversifying our 
activities as a specialist institution, and building on our core expertise in health science.

Over the next decade the University College will:

     • Continue to provide an attractive, caring and inclusive learning environment, providing excellent
 teaching to all students

     • Develop innovative ways of delivering its core teaching activities

     • Develop, validate and deliver additional courses in the field of health and social sciences

     • Develop and lead further facilities improvement and estates expansion

     • Expand its research activities and ultimately gain research degree awarding powers

     • Enhance its status as a teaching institution

     • Provide an excellent working environment for all staff
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